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Crisis of laborers' subjectivity in the digital age and social law response
TIAN Silu, ZHENG Chenyu

(School of Economic Law,East China University of Politics and Law,Shanghai 201620,China)

Abstract: From its inception, capital has had a logic of interest in weakening the subjectivity of laborers.
From the era of workshop craftsmanship to the era of machine industry, technology became a huge driving
force for capital to objectify workers and seize control of the laboring process. Up to the digital era, with the
structural embedding and normal application of algorithms and other digital technologies in the field of labor,
especially in the field of platform employment, the reliance on instrumental rationality has brought about the
erosion of workers' creativity and the belittling of their critical thinking, and led to the further deepening of
the crisis of workers' subjectivity, which is manifested in three typical aspects: data infringement,
employment discrimination and excessive labor. It is necessary to regulate employers' algorithms with
special legislation on algorithmic labor management and correct labor-management technical differences, to
strengthen employers' management responsibilities with algorithmic labor inspection, and to preserve and
cultivate workers' creativity with diversified intellectual labor standards and continuous knowledge training,
so as to prevent and solve the crisis of laborers' subjectivity.

Key Words: laborers’ subjectivity; control of laboring process; big data algorithms; digitization of labor;

algorithmic labor management

(445 7HE]



