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Abstract

Re-Familization: The Inevitable Choice of Basic
Medical Insurance Reform

LI Zhen, CHEN Chen, HUANG Wanding

Abstract . The family is the most basic economic and social unit of human society and is the
income, consumption, and welfare community of family members. Emphasizing the integrity of the
family is the inevitable choice of social policy. The adoption of unified family insurance for social health
insurance is not only theoretically supported by risk management theory, Marginal Utility theory, and
family policy theory, but also has successful experience, such as the German model and Taiwan model
of China in practice. The long-term “De-familization” reform of China’s basic medical insurance has
brought many problems. Although the current reform that individual accounts can be used for family co-
payment has some progressive significance, it can only be regarded as a quantitative reform to “get back
the family”. To achieve the dialectical unity of solving short-term problems and reaching long-term
goals, a systematic reform can be carried out by taking urban employees’ family joint insurance as a
breakthrough. In this context, the article needs to discuss and address some core issues, such as “how to
ensure the financial sustainability of China’s basic medical insurance system and how to identify and

determine co-insured family members in a family insurance policy” , etc.

Key Words:. China’s basic medical insurance; family insurance; progressive integration of the dual

system into a unified system
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